CHAPTER                                                   THREE

WASHINGTON:   THE   EDUCATOR

THE Tuskegee Commencement exercises dramatize edu-
cation. They enable plain men and women to visual-
ize in the concrete that vague word which means so
little to them in the abstract. More properly they
dramatize the identity between real education and
actual life. On the platform before the audience is a
miniature engine to which steam has been piped, a minia-
ture frame house in course of construction, and a piece
of brick wall in process of erection. A young man in jump-
ers comes onto the platform, starts the engine and blows
the whistle, whereupon young men and women come hur-
rying from all directions, and each turns to his or her ap-
pointed task. A young carpenter completes the little
house, a young mason finishes the laying of the brick wall,
a young farmer leads forth a cow and milks her in full
view of the audience, a sturdy blacksmith shoes a horse,
and after this patient, educative animal has been shod he
is turned over to a representative of the veterinary divi-
sion to have his teeth filed. At the same time on the op-
posite side of the platform one of the girl students is hav-
ing a dress fitted by one of her classmates who is a dress-
maker. She at length walks proudly from the platform
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